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which is evinced how groundleſs are 
ALL the CaLumNIEs caſt upon the Editor, 


in a Pamphlet publiſhed under the Name of 
Arthur Debbs, Eſq; 


By Capt. CunsToruts MipDLETON, 
late Commander of his Majeſty's Ship, Furnace, 
when ſent upon the Search of a North-Weſt 
aſſage to the Weſtern American Ocean. 
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Printed for M. Coo zx, at the Globe in Pater. 
noſter-Row ; and G. BxETr, at the Three Crowns p 
on Ludgate- Hill. M. pc. xx v. [Price 6 d.] / 2 
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ARTHUR DO B BS. 


Of Caſtle Dobbs, in the County 
of Antrim, and Kingdom of 
Ireland, EV; 


HEN my Suſpicion of a Let- 
iter and Draught from Mr. 
Fr George Axx being a Forgery, 
was verified, it was incum- 
bent on me to publiſh ſo iniquitous a 
Procedure to blaſt my Reputation ; 
and as You, Sir, by printing and mak 
ing your Inferences from this flagrant 
Piece of Villainy, have contributed by 
A 2 your 


a DE DPTTNT ION 


your great Character of P robit ty, howe. * j 
ver unknowingly, to the 


ity o 
the Public, I thought you the only pro- 
per Perſon, to 23 J could aaa 
the Detection of the Noguery, as your! 0 
utation ſeems (to me at leaſt) eſtay© 
bibel as it is, to be brought into 
queſtion; notwithſtanding you have 
Jately given ſuch undeniable Proofs of 
an indefatigable Ardency, ſich un- 
common Zeal for the Diſcovery of 
Truth, and the having condign and 
exemplary Puniſhment inflicted on 
ſuch as dare to contravene her ſacred q 
Dictates, and hide her Beauties from 
the Eyes of the Public: You, Sir, who 
are Yer profeſſed Admirer, cannot but 
be ſenſible of an uncommon Satisfac- 
tion in reading the following Sheets, in 
which you will find her emerge from 
under a Load of infamous 8 : 
Artifice, and the united Efforts of pro- 
fligate Wretches, to bear her down:; 
Wretches! who have ſkreened them 
ſelves 


bd 


nd mis HH a of ww dd oo rf joan i. c m 6% e A © a+ 
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ſelves under your unblemiſhed Charac- : 


ter, undet yu great Nam. 

She has often been thus, oppreſſed, . 
but by the friendly Hand of Time, as 
often broke. through, and baffled the : 
Opp tions ſhe has had to ſtruggle . 

from artful and (for a while) ſue- 

celefat Villainy ; has riſen triumphantly 
gloriouſly, and as Antæus, Son of the 
Earth, gathered Strength from his Foils, 
ſo the —.— Goddeſs ever appeared with 
a more dazzling Radiancy, proportion d 


| tothe Wiles, the confounded, and the 
Power ſhe had to combat, ſpreading 
Shame and Confuſion over the Face of 


her Enemies. You, Sir, who are her 
profeſſed Votary, cannot, I ſay, but 
receive ineffable Pleaſure in ſeeing her 
triumph over malicious and deliberate 


Foalſhood; You, Sir, who are the 


Friend to oppreſſed calumniated Inno- 


z cence, mult rejoice to ſee Truth victo- 
rious, and by her Appearance do Ju- 
ſtice to the Opp led. 


by throwing the 
Infamy deſigned for his Ruin, on NOT. 
in- 


iv DICATTON. l 
infam ds ontrivers, aud caſting them 
into the Pits they had dug for others. 
To whom, then, could I ſo properly 
inſcribe the following Triumph of 

Truth over Malice, Avarice, Wee 
manifeſt Perjury, and undeniable For- 
gery, as to a Gentleman conſpicuous ; 
for the Virtues oppoſite to theſe mean, | 
theſe dangerons, peſtiferous Vices, as 
much as for his public Spirit; and who 
has been made the Tool of wicked 
Men, to fight againſt the Deity he a- 
dores ? for che World muſt acquit you 
of all Deſign which can impugn your 


remarkable Probity, tho' it may be 


furpriſed to find you have, once in your 
Lite, taken an 1 Step, and 
deen drawn in by Men of inferior Ta- 

lents, and no Learning, to give the 
Sanction of your Name, and the Ad- 
vantage of your convincing, reaſoning 
upon, for the Support of Falſhood ; * 
but Memo omnibus Horis ſapit : And | 
yur Character of Prudence does by 


this 


E 
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this Burgas 1 you, verily the — 
. 0 1 

It is trac that the Charader 4 your 
great Prohity and other Virtues I take 
upon Hearſay, as do molt Dedicators, 


«= few knowing more than the Titles 


of the Patrons they chuſe; wherefore, 
if the following rf ſcem any where 
to ſpeak my Diſſent from the Voice of 
common Fame, it 1s giving you an Op- 
portunity to prove, that notwithſtand- 
ing her Character of 'a common Lyar, 


with Regard to yours, ſhe has ſpoken 


tte Truth. This, as tis incumbent 


on you, you may do by giving up the 
Forger, acknowledging that you have 


| been impoſed upon; and thus make 


what Reparation is in your Power, for 


an Attempt to blaſt the good Name of, 


S IX, 
Your humble Servant, 
Chriſtopher Middleton, 


For- 
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Forgery Detected. 


HERE is not any Paſſion ſo hurtful 
to others, and to even the Perſon it 
actuates, as the Thirſt of Revenge: 

* He, who is poſſeſſed with this Fury, 
is blind to all Danger, conſiders no Conſe- 
quence, will expoſe Fs Reputation, and hur- 
ried on by the Warmth of Reſentment, ne- 
glecting to ſecure himſelf while he attacks the 
Perſon who is the Object of his Anger, gives 
him an Advantage which may prove his own 
Overthrow, and the Protection of the Man 
he would hurt. Tis nothing wonderful, that 
this is frequently the Effect of Rage, and of 
the Spirit of Revenge, as Men in ſuch a Tem- 
per of Mind, reject all the Remonſtrances of 
Reaſon. I fear this is the Caſe of Mr. Dobbs, 
whom I have unfortunately irritated, by pre- 
tering my own Integrity to his Views of Ad- 
vantage to himſelf; I wiſh I may be miſtaken, 
though Appearances make ſtrongly againſt him, 
as he himſelf in his Pamphlet, intitled, Remarks 


en my Defence, ſeems to have evinced this 
B was 


„— 
— 
— — — 
- 


44} 


was the only Ground of his Reſentment to me. 


- He therein: acknowledges his Deſign to diſſolve 


the Hudfor? . Buy Company ; and that he had en- 
deavoured to infringe their Privilege, | of an 
excluſive Trade, by ſending thither a Carpoe, 


clandeſtinely put on Board one of his Majefty's 


Ships under my Command; which I prevented 


(as it was my Duty) being fold, in Prejudice 


to the Company's Chatter, and abſolutely con- 


trary to my Inſtructions from the Lords of the | 


Admiralty. | 


This poſſibly was a Crime, in Mr. Dobbs's 


Opinion, which nothing leſs could atone than 
my entire Ruin in Fortune and Character; ac- 
cordingly, the Latter he violently attacked, 


as the ready Means to deſtroy the Former. An 
anonymous Letter, ſhrewdly ſuſpected to be a 


Shaft out of Mr. Debbs's own Quiver, was made 
the Ground of an Enquiry into my Conduct 
while I was employ'd by the Government to 
diſcover, if poſſible, a North-Weſt Paſſage into 


the Meſtern American Ocean. I ſpeak from what 
to me is apparent in his before-mentioned Book, 


and am fo far from having any perſonal Pique 


to that Gentleman, that I heartily wiſh he may 
entirely diſoulp himſelf, and the Warmth which i 
appears in his Writing, and the indecent Lan- 
guage with which he has treated me, may 
prove to be the ſole Effects of public, Zeal, and 
Love of Truth; wherefore I ſhall make no far- 
ther Apology for what 1 ſhall hereafter fay in 
the Defence of my owir Character, and the ex- 


poſing the vile Means made Uic of to blaſt my 
Re- 


2 os — wi © © — ta 


wy Wn f ej Af = 


1 _ * 8 
* 5 * ro et % * * 
ML 5 1 1 2 8 2 * - a 

: 26th 8 g of N 7 — 

22 p n 1 

- IM a = as - > 
* 1 4 ae - 
n - * ** 


— 
— 


2 Eg 
oo ©. © wy 


+ Wd = Wi 4.45 


8 1 


* 


PDR 


AAS Fe 


31 
nenen, Il ſhall extract from the Pam- 
hlet publiſhed: by Mr. Daus, the Charge 
rought againſt me in that Work, which is of 
a yery heinous Nature; no leſs than a Breach 
of Truſt, and Bribery, by which 1 eluded the 
Hopes, and. ſquandered the Money, of the Pub- 
lic, to make my own private Fortune. For 
I was ſent out with the Command of two of 


dis Majeſty's Ship's at the Nation's Expence, 


to make a Diſcovery, which, having taken a 
Bribe of Five Thouſand Pounds from the Hud- 
ſon's-Bay Company, I am taxed with con- 
C 


It is true, that upon examining into the Va- 


* lidity of the Grounds on which this Accuſation 
© was raiſed, and on the publiſhing my Defence, 


I was acquitted, in the Opinion of my Superiors, 
of having been thus guilty, tho' the Letter and 


Draught which occaſions this preſent Appeal to 
my Countrymen, may poſſibly have ſince pre- 
judiced me in the Minds of many. 


The Lords of the Admiralty, who are my 
proper Judges, deeming the Reaſons brought 
againſt me to prove my Corruption inſufficient, 


, did not convince Mr. Dobbs, who, anxious for 
the Diſcovery of Truth, made the ſtricteſt En- 
quiry into my Conduct during the Voyage, a- 


mong my Officers and Men, and having found 
Four, whoſe Teſtimony he relied upon, doubt- 
leſs not believing them capable of deliberate 

Falſhood, publiſhed the Book already men- 


> tioned, in which is printed the following Let- | 


B 2 | ter, 


5 
[4] 


ter, and Draught, p. 144 = 145, of his Re- 


marks, thus introduced. 


Here follows, George Axx, . Let- 
ter, which he ſent with his Draught of th 
Frozen Streight nean Cape Frigid, which 
a Duplicate of what be ent to one of the 
Lords of the Admiralty. © | 


Ny @EXXIX.; | 

Mr. IWigate. Liverpool, Apil i;, 1743 4 
Sir, | | 

4 HIS comes in Anſwer to your Let- 4 

6 ter, and I have ſent you the beſt I * 


©« know. And as for that Place where the 
Captain, and you, and myſelf, and the Car- 
[| penter was, it is an Iſland, that I am ſure of; 
1 « and it was about three Leagucs from this 
5 «-Ifland to the Main, and the Ifland about ſe- 
| ven Leagues long; and as for the Height of 
| « the Land I cannot tell, but it was as high as 
« any of the reſt as ever you ſee any where a- 
bout that Place; and there is a Sketch of it. 
* But as to that you muſt excuſe, becauſe I 
cannot do it no otherwiſe ; but that is it to 
my beſt Opinion. Pray give my Duty to the 
Captain, and be ſo good to let me know 
« when he gets a Ship, and what Ship; and 
in ſo doing, you will much oblige 


« Your Humble Servant, 
« George Axx.” Þþ 


Mr 2 ; 


Ir. 


1 


19 


5] 
* : | 1 3 
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The DRAu nh r. 


1. The Iſland that You was | 


upon with the Capt. the Car- 
penter, and myſelf; it is about 
three Leagues from the Main. 


2. This was a whole Body 
of Ice, frozen from Side to 
Side, with about thirty {mall 


| 


„ REFERENCES in the Gunner's Words. 


Iſlands in the Middle and Sides, 
and is about 7 Leagues long, 
and 3 wide. 

3. This is the Main: Very 
high Land. | * 

4. Low-Beach Point. 

5» A Charnel running NE. 


Mr. 


6 


Mr. Dobbs, undoubtedly, impoſed upon by 3 


too great a Confidence in his Informers Veracity, 


with their Affiſtance endeavoured to falfify my 


Chart, by , publiſhing one which, he thought 


more correct, and in which, Straits and Open- 


ings are laid down, where in reality it is main 


to bring them from the Meſtern; and thus cor- 
roborate the Informations given to Mr. Dobbs, 
whom I muſt doubtleſs acquit of all finiſter 


Deſign in the Publication of this Draught, and 


attribute its Errors, to that of Men, whoſe 
Characters are not ſo well eſtabliſhed ; and to 
his own Credulity occaſioned by his Concern 
for the Public Welfare, and Love of Juſtice : 


And it muſt be unqueſtionably true, that the 


ſtrict Enquiry he made among my Officers and 
Men, and the Encouragement he gave them to 
if Truth, aroſe from the ſame laudable 

rinciples ; for no one can ſuſpect that Gen- 
tleman's Probity, and he himſelf ſhews us, that 
theſe were his only Motives, in p. 75, and ſeq, 
including Part of 78, which I ſhall tranſcribe, 
as every one who may read theſe Sheets may 
not have his Book. Speaking of me, he ſays, 
No moſt of the Affidavits he has produced, 


*« ſeem chiefly deſigned to take off Meſſ. Thomp- _ 


«* fon and Wigate's Evidence againſt the Cap- 
« tain, it being too ſlrong to be contradicted ; 
and therefore from Joſe Expreſſions they 
made uſe of in his Affidavit-Men's Ss 

| WE cc ey 


Land; real Straits are ſtopped up to prove 
the Impoflibility of Tides coming in from thgjge 
Euſtern American Ocean, and they are invertd 


. chat i attempted to invalidate their Evidence, 
is from Wiſſon's and Macbeth s Affidavits; for 
„ Peuilde's is nothing to the Purpoſe. 


8 | 
_ 
1 
9 
* 
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Lana dodo! N oba ien 71 
they would alladge there was Makce, and 
Pique in their Behaviour to the Captain. All 


„ 7Wilſen, the Maſter, who only ſeems to 


9 ö « puſh | that Matter, and who ſwears nothing 


« upon any material Article, ſwears in very 
« 7ndeterminate and looſe Words, that Thompſon 


and Vigate only wanted him to complete a 
c pertain Purpoſe 3 that he might expect to be 


« employ'd in Captain Middleton's Place; and 
e {o brought him to me. Was there any Crime 


din this, if ſtrictly true? They wanted him to 


= « declare the Truth againſt the Captain, who, 
'« they were ſure had miſbehaved ; for if any 
Thing more had been ſaid, he proved a very 
willing Evidence for the Captain, and would 
certainly here have ſworn it againſt them. 


= « Accordingly he came, and I have already 
declared, which I ſhall do upon Oath, when 
„ required, that he ſaid, The Water, as far as 
be had been, was ſalt ; that there was a fair 
Channel, feur or ſive Leagues broad beyond the 
„ Tfonds frat, S. W. as far as he could ſee, 


X © between very 


F igh broken Lands, quite free 
1 ce from Ice; and that he was ſure, 55 that, 
and the Whales ſeen, which be ſaid muſt have 
* © come from the Weſtward, for they never come 
in from the Fall Entrance of Wager River, 
* otherwiſe they muſt have ſcen them below, that 
there was a Paſſage. This, with ſeveral o- 


ther Facts, he voluntarily declared to me, 


60 up- 


— —äꝓjͤ ꝶÜꝗ—,! — — 


(8) 


« {Py on — teln Nr all the Intereſt Thad i in f 


, to have che Truth known, and have 


2 "te el appear; Which, upon my de- 
cc firing it, he promiſed to redute into Writing 
« and /n it, and Mr. Wigate was to afliſt him 
ah: in putting it into Form, which was the Oc- 


5 
bo 


« caſion of Meſſ. Vigate and Thompſon's wait- | 


2 fu upon him again, to have it reduced into 


& Writing; nor is it likely, if, as he ſwears, | 
te he ſhould refuſe to put it into Writing when a 
e I defired him, but only refered to his Jour- 


« nal, that VMigate and Thompſon would go to ; 


e him again to aſſiſt him in putting it down in 
« Writing. Upon his leaving me, the Cap- 
« tain gets him to his Lodgings, and there 7u- 
« tors him and prevails upon him, either 
% Promiſes, or out of Compaſſion to him, not 
as 515 come near me to give Evidence, but to 
te refer to his Journal and Report. 
« no, way ſurpriſing that Mr. Thompſon and 
« Migate upon ſeeing him again, ſhould be 
_ e and angry at finding him ſhuffle, 


* and ſay, He would reduce nothing inio Writ- 


« ing, nor come near me any more; for he would 
&« be the Ruin of no Man, he woudd beg his 
« Bread ft; nor is it wonderful that I ſhould 
C exprels a Surpriſe at the Maſter's acting a 

« Part fo contrary to what he had voluntarily 
« owned to me; and I believe I might ſay, 
« hat, has the Captain got him ? It was very 


cc lucky that he came here before the Captain ſaw 


«hin, otherwiſe he would not have owned 


* what he did. 1 
* ow, 


Now it is 5 


4 A L 1] f 
ad in e Now, was their bringing him to me, or 
have , endeayouring to get bünt el Truth, 
criminal in them, when, they were acting for 
«. the Pullic Good, in detecting the Captain's 
i. Frauds, Neglect, and, perhaps, Corruption? 
% Dught they vot, by all proper Methods, to 
850 Evidence to ſupport Fheir own ? 
60 Nen. they had given him Hopes of being 
Kemploy'd, in caſe he told the Truth, is that 
= £4 criminal? Or was their ſpeaking in 
3 e againſt the Carats, it he wo 
% muſhehaved in ſo ſhameful a Manner, a Crime, 
* by laying, They Toauld have him broke, &c. 
„ So that his principal Evidence has failed 
in proving any thing againſt them; and 
. Macbeath's Evidence is much leſs to the Pur- 
„ poſe. As to Mr. Migate's boaſting that he 
c world: de the Captain's Biſineſi, and that be 
= * expected to be made a Purſcr, it is very natu- 
e xal for him to have /a:4 or thought ſo, when 
„ he knew the Captain's Frauds and Miſcon- 
ce duct, &c. and that he would deſerve a Re- 
ward in detecting him: Nor are his Expreſ- 
«* ſions about his Letters from me any way 
% material, ſuppoſing them true; for upon 
*© their informing me by an anonymous Let- 
ter, that there was a Paſſage, (which was 
*. concealed by the Captain through Reguery, by 
* making; Tides and Frozen Straits 8. Jas there 
were none, Which they would fend to, and 
were willing to ri/que thetr Lives in another 
% Attempt.) I anſwered their Letter, directing 
| A to a feigned Name, as they appointed me * 
, = oof” C "=" 
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er ard told them if they were ru! Petſohs, and 
„made good What they wrote, upon hearin 
« from them again, I would E ſtrait t 


« London, and aſſiſt them with all my Intereſt 
« in another Attempt. Now, Hos dan theſe N 
« Aſidavits invalidate their Evidence On the 
e contrary, Have they not, by proper Evidence 
and Reaſon, proved that there is no H 
« Strait or Tide from it; ſuch as can anfwer 
4 = Purpoſe, which being proved; makes dt 
every other Fact, and proves that the Tid 
in the  Jelcome comes from 4 Weſter 
&« Ocean, and all the Whales from (HEN ac- 
« cording to his own Letters. ft Miran 
i As to Dewilde's Aﬀidavit, what does it 
te ſignify ? When the Ticutenant, Surgeon and 
« Clerk, had fully proved the Captain s Miſbe=" 7 
1 haviour'to the Sati faction of the Lords f, p7 
« the Admiralty, I recommended them, and * 
« told them, 5 would be taken Care r vn- ⁵⁶ 
« til the Scaſon offered for undertaking another 
N « Voyage, when they would be employ'd. 
| 1 «« Theſe Afidavits are like Men, drowning, F 
0 „ catching at Straws, and ſhew a very bad” | 
| Cauſe; for he found their Evidence Was. A 
« firong againſt him.” 4 
. What an uncommon Zeal has this worthy 
18 honeſt Gentleman ſhewn, what indefftigabſe 
1 Pains has he taken to diſcover Fraud? Here is 
* nothing like tampering with Witneſſes, the 
| | Hopes given of Preferment, that he might en! 
gage theſe Men in the Intereſt of their Country, 3< 
was certainly laudable, and entirely with a View 
tg 


- 
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| n always in the ſame Way o Mien n 

bs Igjury,Mrs, Dabbs,has done me in my. C 
n few, but thank God very — 


a, Reſentment which was too prevalent 
caſon, and repreſented him to me in 
SH, diſadvantageous to his Reputation, for 
| 1 as heartily beg his Pardon, as I fincerely 
wer © repent; but, „ nn et errare; and I own 
tie Bf ne 0 fallble, that I thought, little conſi- 
ne... s. great Character, in the unhappy 
| 55 of Mind I then was, that he had pri- 
ö es tereſt to ſerve, and his particular Pique 
to gratify, in his avowed Deſign, to break the 
Hudſon - Bay Company; and as a Step previ- 
— ous and neceſſary * + End, imagined, that 
bez! he attacked me in = tendereſt Part; but I am 
r no convinced as much, I believe, as any 
md Man, that Mr. Dods is above all fordid Views, 
1 $219. had nothing ſo much at Heart as the Pub- 
lie. Intereſt, in his Deſigns to lay open the 
Trade of the above Company; and I am the 
more confirmed in this Opinion, by his inſinu- 
- Mating ſo much in the above Book, as he never 
could be guilty of deliberate F alſhood ; where- 
| More his 2 He would give his Oath that 
Mr. Hon informed him of Facts, which, he 
the ſaid Wilſon, denies; and which Facts are, in 
N eality, pure invention, muſt be attributed to 
ichen the ſtrong Impreſſions of a Dream, or to 
Failure in Memory, Which has occaſioned his 
my end Names and Thin, joining the 


| C Ma- 
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Maſter's to che Pictions of ſome of his WIH. 


neſſes. But eit Earroifiony 
To return to the Letter and Draught, whith 
I ſhall prove a Forgery; though far be it frem 


me to impute ſuch an unfair Probeine t6:4 Gen- 


tleman of Mr. Deb Virtue. 1 ackhowledge 


that, at the firſt, it occaſioned my Surprize, that F 


a Man whom I had always deemed very honeſt, 


and had an univerſal good Character, ſhould 4 
write what he knew to be falſe; but reflectin 0 3 


on the dirty Meaſures purſued” to ruin me, ati 


the Inconſiſtency of the Gunner's  preſerling g his 4 


Duty to me, while, by his Evidence, he en- 
deavoured to ſupport ſuch Meaſures, I concluded 
the Letter forged; and therefore, in p. 48 of 


my Reply, treated it as a Porgery. Theſe are my 


Words: 

„ to the Gunner's Draught, I have two 
« Reaſoms tv doubt its being genuine: The Firſt, 
ce becauſe the Man bears a very honeſt Character; 


te ond the Second, becauſe he contraditts what he 3 
ce Himſelſ, ſigned (being called into the Council | 
* held the Eighth of Auguft) when it was read |! 
« to bim by 75 Clerk, in Prefence of Fe other . 


« figning Officers.” 


Though I really believed the Letter and © 
Draught a Forgery, it was what I could not 


prove; I was obliged, patiently, to ſubmit 
to my Antagonilſt's exulting in having ſuch fla- 
grant Proof to detect my Roguery; and TI don't 
doubt but this Letter and Draught made an Im- 


prefſion' on ov pos D very much to my Diſ- 


advantage. 
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advantage. . But I was not the only one who 
queſtioned this Letter and Draught, ſaid to be 
written, and drawn by Axx, my Gunner, being 
genuine, as appears by the following Letter, 
Draught and Affidavit, ſent by my Carpenter, 
whoſe Abſence Mr. Dobbs bewails, in his Re- 
marks, as a material Evidence to detect me, 
n | | 


Sir, 


Vos of the 234 Inſt. is now before 


«* I me, and I have carefully peruſed 
* George Axx's Letter, with the Plan, and am 
* aſhamed any one pretending to ſet forth the 
«Nature of a Country, ſhould ſet it forth in 


„ ſo ſtupid a Manner, it being intirely wrong; 
* © and herewith you'll receive, as under, a juſt 
„ Plan of the Frozen Straits, and the Land 

e thereabouts, which I took in my Journal at 


Cape Frigid, and which was ſigned and ap- 
% proved of, by John Rankin, Licutenant ; 
« Robert Wilſon, Maſter ; and George Axx and 
* myſelf. As to the Flood-Tides, I found 


from Wager River towards Cape Frigid to 


« come from the E. N. E. and into Mi/fake my 


from the South-Eaſt, which came throug 
e the Frozen Straits; and that Cape Frigid is a 
= *: Joynt-Land with the Low Beach in the Wel- 
e come, or Main. And at the Time we were 


ce 


at Cape I'rigid, it being a very ſtrong Run, 


t above four Knots; as we came off with the 
e Boat near Sun Sett, at almoſt high Water, 
sit drove the Ships away to the Weſtward on 


cc the 


Jah 30, 1744. 


N 


tc the Flood, 20 f ve halled them 
into the Miu & gab, 's raits on the 


ce; Was about Eleven of the Elock the ne 
. Morning, the Water being fallen about 5 0 
1 6 Foot. AF lood Tides, came Pom che Ei 
cn ward through the n that flow ed up Y. 
e ger River to Brook Cobham. The above, Sir, 
< 15 a true State of the Affair, and the Country 
is juſtly and fairly ſtated in the annext Plan, 
Kl am juſt goi ng to fail, or would have ſen 
* vou a Copy of my Journal, wherein the Ori- 
«* ginal Plan is taken, but hope this with my 
c Affidavit encloſed, will be ſatisfactory to you, 


te and clear up the vile Aſperſions as have been. 
« caſt on you by your Adverſaries. I am, 


Sir, 


— — 
2 


4 o 


| Briſtol, Your moſt obedient Servant, 
John Hodgſon, 
« P.S. I am obliged to go down to Kingroad . 


„ Tonight; but, perhaps, may not ſail this. 


« Week; therefore beg you'd pleaſe to let me 


« | hoop from you at the Return of the os N 


directed for me at Myr. Kennedy's, at 
* i the Riſing-Sun, on the Key,” 


f . . * — * * 2 , 
» * * 
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1 3 
; 3 5 REFERENCES, 

| 1. Is Cape Hope. oO 11 Fry long, 
d ; 2, Is the Main of the OI IP | 
North: ſide of the Frozen ger . 
. Straits. 43 l the Rm + Part of 
4 4. Is the South-ſide of the | the Frozen Straits running 
* Straits; the narroweſt Part | away South Eaſt, by true 
ode about 4 or 5 Leagues wide, Compaſs. 
the broadeſt 6 or 7 Leagues, 8, "Point of Cape Frigid. 


The above is a true Plan, to which the an- 


nexed Affidavit refers. 


The 


| 16 
7 
atats *y » 1 * a 
* 0 - . Y : by . 
* * 


II 1 J 
The Affidavit of Mr. John Hodgſon, 
e ee ib goÞ 
Ur! 5 King's Bench. 


whereof Chriſtopher Middleton, Eſq; was then 
Captain, maketh Oath, That he, this Depo- 


nent, failed in the ſaid Ship Furnace, from Great 
Britain to South America, in order to find a 
Paſſage to the South Sea, and ſaith, the ſaid 
Ship Furnace, in her faid Voyage, arrived at 


Cape Frigid, in the North-Weſt Paſſage on the 
Main; and on ſuch Arrival, a Plan was taken 
by this Deponent, on Board the ſaid Ship Fun- 
nace, at the Time the ſaid Ship lay at Cape Fni- 
gid, of the Frozen Straits and the Lands, in the 
Preſence of, and /igned and allowed to be a f 


Plan, by John Rankin, Lieutenant ; Robert Wil- 


ſon, Maſter ; George Axx, Gunner; and this De- 


1 
= 


OHN Hedsſm. now refiding in the City of | 
Briſtol, but lately Maſter Carpenter belong- 3 
ing to his Majeſty's Ship, called the Furnace, # 


ponent ; all belonging to the ſaid Ship. And | 


ſaith, That the Plan taken as aforefaid, was a 
true Plan; and that the hereunto annexed 


Plen is a rue Copy thereof; he, this Deponent, 


having the crigina! Plan in his Journal, now in 
hys.. Poſjeffion, and foith, That the Flood Tides 
this Deponent found from Mager River towards 
(abe Frigid, came from the Eaſt North=-Eo/! 


= 
= 
A 


into Mi/take-Bay from the South-Eaſt, which I 


came through the Frezen Straits; and that 


Cape Frigid is a Toynt-Land with the Low &X 
SAL N | Beach % 


— — \ 


Peach on the abe or Main! and faith, 'That 
, n coming off the Land of Cape Frigid in a 
Paat, near Sun Ser, it was almoſt higb Water, 
nil hich drove the Ship away to the Weſtward on 
5. * Hud, and was like to A. halled the ſaid 
s into the Mouth of the Frozen Straits on the 
s and that afterwards this Deponent went 
In Share, which was about Eleven of the Clock 
e next, Morning, the Water being fallen about 
oe or./ix Foot ; and tliat all the Flood Tides came 


po- 
3 1 om the, Eæſtward through the S!raits, that 

nd a ed 5 e, River to Brook Cobham. 

ſaid 

d at John Hodgſon. 
the 


ken Sworn, af the City of 
1 1 this thirtieth Day 


7 July, one thouſand ſe- 

the ben ee and forty- 

fuſs Nur. ; 
Vil- Edward Gyles, a Commiſſibmer. 
De- 


NM. B. The Perſon who drew up this Affida- 
vit, has made a Miſtake in writing South 
for North America. This Miſtake is 
viſible in the Sequel, by the Words 
North-Weſt Paſſage ; another Miſtake is, 
next Morning, for the ſame Morning as 
appears in the gas this Deponent ſign- 
ed on Board, 


[ 28 ] 
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| On the Receipt of the have I wrote the fol * 3 
lowing Letter to the Lords of the Admiralty. 3 
Take the Liberty to lay before your Lord- 
ſhips, for your Peruſal, the Copy of a Let- 


ter, Plan and Affidavit which I received from a 
the late Carpenter of the Furnace. Vour Lord- 
ſhips will find they agree with Mr. Wilſon's 
Anſwer, when examined at your Board to the RY 
11th Query, printed in p. 177 of my Vindica- 
tion; that they corroborate Obediah Satebells WF 


Affidavit, which is in p. go of the Appendix to 
my Reply; that they confirm the Anſwer made 
to the 5th Query by Donalſon, Toerſon,” Monro, © 
and Gil, in p. 45 of the ſaid Appendix; and * 
flatly contradict the Gunner and Clerk, and Mr. 
Moor, who make Cape Frigid an Iſland, and 
alſo the Account they give of the Tides. | 

As I am fatisfied your Lordſhip's Juſtice will 


make you find a Pleaſure in every Thing which 1 


may afford you Light to do it to the Injured, 
an Apology for my troubling your Lordſhips 
would betray a Want of Judgment in 


My Loos, 
Vun LoR Denis 
Mojl humble, moſt obedzent 
and moft devoted Servant, 
Chriſtopher Middleton, 


Suſ- 


1 9% 


2 r as I have ſaid, is no Proof; but 
fol- Providence which will never deſert the Inno- 
lt. pent and Oppreſſed, has furniſhed me with one 


hat is irrefragable. On the 2d Day of November 
ord- Watt. I accidentally met Mr. George Axx, my late 
Let- Munner; and the ſuppoſed Author of the afore- 
rom Waid Letter and Draught, and taxed him with 
having contradicted the Truth of what he had 
Wened when called into the Council upon the 
"the Voyage. He ſeemed ſurpriſed ; and upon my 


lica- Explaining myſelf, abſolutely denied his having 
IP's Poyritten, made, or ſent ſuch Letter and Draught, 
* to yr either of them to any Perſon breathing; on 
jade the ad ditto, he came to my Lodgings, but I 


uro, bat being at home, he returned the next Day, 
and by a written Paper ſubſcribed by himſeth 
Mr. be again denied the ſaid Letter and Draught 
and peing his, but averred it was a Forgery : Which 

| FranſaQtions are ſtrongly proved by the follow- 


will ing Negation of the ſaid Axx, and Mr. Dew!lde's 
ich Affidavit before a Maſter in Chancery. His 
ed, pretended Letter being written out of the Re- 
ups arks of my Defence, and he the faid Axx 


having been ſhewn the forementioned Draught, 


4 


8 i 
igned this 


ATT. ES TAT TON. 
* EORGE AXN, late Gunner, on board 
'£ the Furnace Sloop, Captain Middleton, 
Commander, is ready and willing to make 
n, F< Oath, that he never tent this Letter, or any 
E * of the like kind to Mr. Migate, or to any of 
= | 92 the 
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— ofthe Adminitty;; nelkier did toil; 


<« ſend a Draught 


« ſhips had ſuch a Letter from Mr, n it 
* muſt be of his own Forging. 


-* Nev. 3. 1744- 


TS 
* 


Witneſs, A 
John Dewilde, * . 


I acquainted the Lords of the Admiralty by : 


Letter to their Se with this TletoBtion : 

but being adviſed that I ought to have taken the 
Affidavit of the ſaid Axx; and he being gone out 
of Town, I applied to their Lordfhips'of the 
Admiralty, for an Order to bring him up to 


Town, which they were ſo good to grant. 
Hearing nothing from him, after ſome Days, 
wrote to his Captain, or the Commanding 
Officer, on board the Aldborough, of which 
Ship he is Gunner, After having waited ſome 
Iime, in hopes of ſeeing or hearing from him, 
J ſent a Meſſenger to his Houſe at Greenwich, 3 


who was told he was gone on board his Ship. 


I waited near a Week longer, when the Secrc- L 
tary of the Admiralty told me, That their 3 
Lordſhips had received an Anſwer from hi: g 


Commanding Officer That the ſaid Axx wa: 


not to be found, but that their Lordſhips, if! 
could find him, would command him up to 
at- ii 


of the Frozen Straits, as ; 
te mentioned in Page 144 and 145, in Mr. 
4 Dobbs's Remarks upon Captain Middleton; 
% Defence ; ſo that I apprehend, if their Lord. 9 


cc George Axx. 4 


Ll = 
2 — ” - > = * 
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q 1 __ me. I then went down to Greenwich, 


Information from his Wife, who faid, 


to get 
1 That the Day before ſhe had received a Let- 
| ter, which ſhe gave me to read, and in which 
he acknowledged their | Lordſhip's Orders for 


his coming to Toyyn to wait upon Captain Mid- 
dleton, and that he would be up in a ſhort 
Time. I waited in expectation of ſeeing him 
for about Six Days, but hearing nothing of 


him, I again addreſſed myſelf to the Board of 


Admiralty, to obtain a peremptory Com- 


mand for his, the ſaid Axx s, coming to 


Town; with which their Lordſhips indulged 
me : But finding that had no Effect, ſome Days 
after I deſired Mr. Dew:/de to make Affidavit of 
what had ory between the ſaid Axx and my- 
felf, to which he was a Witneſs; and he ac- 
cordingly {wore what follows, before a Maſter 
in Chancery. 


John Dewilde of the Pariſh of St. Martin's 
* Ludgate, London, Watch-Maker, 


* AKETH Oath, That on the 2d 
585 of November, 1744, George Axx, 
* late Gunner of his Majeity' s Ship Furnace, 
* when ſent under the Command of Captain 
*© Chrijtlopher Middleton, to endeavour at mak- 
* ing a Diſcovery of a North-Weſt Paflage 
c to the Weſtern American Ocean, came. to his 
this Deponent's Dwelling-Houſe, to enquire 


after the ſaid Captain, who is a Lodger, or 


* nate with this Deponent, but the ſaid 
cC i ap | 
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© Captarn not at Home, he went away 
and returned the next Day, the zd Inſt. the 


« Captain being then at Home, he, the faid 


cc George Axx, . did declare in the Preſence and 


cc 
cc 


« hearing of this Deponent, That he never 
wrote the Letter, or made the Draught 
printed (in Mr. Dobbs's Pamphlet, entitled, 


« His Remarks) with his Name, as Writer of 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 
cc 
14 
cc 
ec 


cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
ce 
CE 
cc 


"I 


the ſaid Letter; farther, That he never 
wrote to any Lord of the Admiralty, or to 


Mr. Wigate (one of the Witneſſes againſt the 
{aid Captain, to prove his Miſconduct during 
the late Voyage on the Diſcovery of the a- 
foreſaid Paſſage) or to any other Perſon 
whomever, with Relation to the ſaid Voyage, 
to the Prejudice of the ſaid Captain, of 
which he was ready and willing to make 
Oath, and would give the ſame under his 
Hand, and came on Purpoſe with that In- 
tent. 

* And the Deponent farther maketh Oath, 
that the ſaid Captain adviſed the ſaid Axx to 
be careful what he ſaid or ſigned, as it 
might ruin him, if it was not the Truth; 
that he might poſlibly have been drawn in 
by Vi gare to write the faid Letter, and ſend 
it Wirf the Draught; and it it was ſo, 
he had better acknowledge it; chat his the 
Captain's Name might have been counter- 
ieitee, and a Letter tent to require ſuch a 
Draught of the ſaid Axx, as ſigned by ling. 


To witich the ſaid Aux, who acknowledg A 
e the Receipt of a Letter from igate and Thowmp- 


: 1 te 0 . 


A 
q 

8 
* * 
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; nn, (another Witneſs againſt the Captain) 


„ anſwered: in theſe Words, or to the fame 


„ Purport Sir, I tell you 1 never aid write to 


<< any ene. The Captain then faid, Did you 
never write your Name on any Scrap of Pa- 
per, and leave it careleſly where Wigare 


1 t Effect; to which the ſaid Axx an- 
= << ſwerkd, That he never had. The ſaid Cap- 
rain admoniſhed the ſaid Axx ſeveral Times 
to be cautious in what he ſigned or ſwore. 
After which, the ſaid A chearfully ſigned 


« Paper, in which he denies that he ever wrote 


AY cc Gale and make Uſe of, it? Or Words 


ar ſent the ſaid Letter or Draught, to which 


his ſigning, he this Deponent, was a ſub- 
« ſcribing Witneſs. 
e Jahn Dewilde, 
ce Sworn this 261h Day 
'« of November, 1744, at 
he public Office before 


ö e R. Holford.“ 
This Behaviour of the Gunner's, Mr. Aux, 


is very ſurpriſing; however, I ſhall not com- 


= ment upon it, but go on and ſhew the mali- 
cious Deſign of this Forgery of a- piece with the 
= reſt of the Evidence given in againſt me; for I 
have proved in my Reply to the Remarks, that 
Reports were altered, Figures in the Logg- 
Book changed --- * fictitious Evidence impoſed | 
* * Mr. Ellis of the Yi@ualling-Office, and Mr. Wilſon, abſo- 
lately deny what they have been made to ſay in Mr, Debbie 


Remarks, 


On 


| {245 ]] 
on the Public; the Lieutentint's Journal; which 
contradicts his 6wn Teſtimony; ſurreptiti 
taken away from the" Naty- Office; and to cor- 
roborate what one of the Witneſſes has ad- 
vanced to prove my ſuppoſed Regurry, a Dicti- 
onary of the Indian Language is printed in that 
beautiful Romance with which Mr. Dobbs has 
| 144 bbliged the Public; though unhappily the only 
| Man in England who underſtands thatLanguage, 
has given under his Hand that every Word of 
10 the aforeſaid Dictionary is pure Invention. 

10 But the World will certainly acquit a Gen- 
| 111 tleman af Mr. Dobbs's Character; and his eſta- 
[Il | bliſhed Reputation thrown into the oppoſite. 
| 0 Scale of ſuch baſe Procedures, muſt infallibly 

110 preponderate; though I acknowledge there is 
WE one Circumſtance that ſtaggers me, vig. the 
lj Incapacity of his Witneſſes to contrive this 

| Draught, calculated to invalidate all that I ad- 
| vanced, and to prove the Influx could not be 
Wl from the Eaſtern Sea, but muſt come from the 7 

1 Weſtern American Ocean ; the Conſequence of 
which can be no other than my having egregi- 2? 
ouſly impoſed on the Public, and villainouſly 
concealed the Paſſage which I was ſent out to 
diſcover, To prove this, I ſhall quote Mr. 
Dobbs's own Words; p. 21 of his Remarks,' he 
fays, That he reckons it a Misfortune that 
„ my Men were diſperſed before I ſent him 
« my Journal,” which, 7 4% his own Words, 
e he delay d, I believe, with a View that they 
* ſhould not appear againſt him; for I was o- 
e bliged to enquire after the proper Per- 


« {ons 
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ſonswhoknew moſt: The Lieutenang Sur geon 
X and Cent, were in London, but; the Ma/ter 
„was 'in-He//and, the Garpenter:-gone, nobody 
„knew where, who was a material Evidence . 
about the Frogen Strait. Axx, the Gunner, 
was at Liverpool, who was wrote to“, and 


"= 


A 
E 


„ ſent his Anſwer and Draught to a Lord of 
the Admiralty, which is full againſt his Fro- 
Sen Strait, and his Tide and Whales coming 


j q © through it. It was but three Leagues wide, 


my 


ite == Frozen Strait and Tide is all falſe, and cal- 
ibly e- culated to impoſe upon the Public an errone- 


In p. 34, he ſays, © my Anſwer about my 


18 * ous Tide and Current, for without one other 
the „Tide to be found out from the EA 
this te muſt of courſe allow the high Tides were oc 


ad- = caſioned by the Influx of alVeſtern Ocean, and 
be of courſe prove, that I have ſcandalouſly im- 
the e poſed upon the Public in concealing the Dit- 
of 4 covery. 


bo 


In the following Page he ſays, „By com- 
=X <© paring the Clert's Anſwer with the Account 
and Draught ſcnt up by Axx the Gunner, to 
one of the Lords of the Admiralty, agaiuſt 
= <© the Account he has ſet down in his (i. e. my) 
Log and Journal, his ſpacious frozen Strait, 


* Though this looks like a Combination againſt me, as if my 
Ruin was deſigned, and the Methods to complete it conſulted 
with mature Deliberation, yet it is poſſible the Induſtry here uſed 
was with no other View than. to diſcover the Truth, and Mr. 
Dobbs himſelf may have been impoſed upon. 

, E cc an 


— — 


* * | 
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Nas 43g N F Lf . 15 | 1 
*< an hundred Fathoms deep, is a mere Fiction, 


= # 


„ and. is dwindled inte an Arm. of the Sea three 
Leagues wide, full of Illands, which fur- 


*<. rounded the Iſland they ſtood upon, and ſe. f, 


t parated it from the Low Beach, as appears 
« from the Gunner's Draught of it, Which e, 


« actly agrees with the Clerk's Account,“ Fc. 


Mr. Debbs himſelf has here ſhewn of what 


Uſe this Draught was, to the Cauſe he endea-  y 


voured to ſupport; for making 


Tides are ſhut out, and by fictitious OpentngsÞ, 


the Tides are brought in from the Weſtern Ame- | 


rican Ocean. And were theſe: inconteſtable 
Facts, I muſt really be the vile Raſcal I have 
been repreſented to that Gentleman. 43®'Y 

As on the one Hand this Contrivance is be- 
yond the Depth of the moſt artful of his Wit- 
neſſes, who has but juſt Cunning enough to be a 
Rogue ; and, as on the other, the Deſign is too 
villainous and too fatal in its Conſequences, had 
it ſucceeded, for a Gentleman of Mr. Debbs's 
Great Probity, to be concerned in it, I know 
not, I'muſt confeſs, what Judgment to make, 
and yet I amas ready to believe as any one who 
is thoroughly acquainted with him, that he was 
himſelf impoſed upon ; for none but the moſt 
profiigate Wretch could (actuated by the meaneſt 
and moſt pernicious Paſſion) carry on the blackeſt 

I think the Detection of this Letter and Draught being a 


: 


Fergery.accounts for this Agreement. 
+ Vide Mr, Dobbs's Chart, in which an Opening is made (called 
Rankin's) to let in the Tides from the Weſtward. een 


the Frozen 7 5 
Straits imaginary, the Infſux of the Eaſferna 


Ro. 
mn 1 Land m wed Def A Gentleman of 


his Vi/rue Fr Nd "hot: nun and deliberately 
>ndeavour to blaſt a hitherto unblemiſhed Cha- 

& fer; he would not aim at the ruining of an 

4 Pnnocent Man and his Family, for no other 
: + eaſon but for his having ſtrictly complied with 
the Inſtructions of his Superiors, and performed 
the Duty incumbent on him; he muſt be in- 
Rcapable, the World will think, to have a Hand 
3 ſo mean, ſo dirty, and ſcandalous a Crime 
ln Forgery ; a Forgery too! ſo big with Miſ- 
chief, and which could have no other Ten- 
4 dency (at leaſt apparent) than to the Gratifica- 
\ 1 tion of two Vices, Revenge and Avarice, ab- 
—Horrent from the Principles of Men of Honour : 
A Forgery) more fatal in its Conſequences than 
Juch as are the Effects of Neceſſity; they can- 
bot involve a whole Family, and bring on ine- 
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| WT init Ruin of both Fortune and Character; a 


Man may be robbed of his Eſtate by forged 


but the preſent Forgery was calculated to de/froy 


4 y good Name, as well as to take away my 


_ x 


F e with Infamy, and entail that, and Want, 
on my poor Infants, by depriving me of all fu- 
ture Means for their Proviſion. 


5 Bread, to 85 me in my Circumſtances, load 


Dabbs's Figure, Character and Fortune, I may 
en conclude, that the World deemed 


my treating the above Letter as a Forgery, pro- 
4 | rather from my being gravelled, and 
A 22 un- 


» 


224 but they ſtrike not at his Reputation; 


4 As a Crime of this fagitious Nature can 
hardy be imputed to a Gentleman of Mr. 


m_—— — — 2 


16280 IJ 
unable to refute ſuch home Evidence; than to i 
my real Belief of its not being genuine: That 
the Gunner might, while under my Command, 
be intimidated; and for that Rraſon, el 
what I thought conducive to my Defence, up- 
on an Enquiry into my Conduct; but that 
now all Apprehenfions, which might obſtruſt 
the Truth, being removed, he had the Courage 4 
and Honeſty to ſpeak it. It is reaſonable for 4 
the Public to make ſuch Concluſions when they 
reflect on the Improbabrlity of a Gentleman 4 
high Repute for ſocial Virtues, great Learning 
and Prudence, being guilty of a Crime ſo fla- 
grant in its Nature, fo "oe in its * 1 
uences. 7 
As the World entertains this nit Opinion of © \ 
Mr. Dobbs, they could not, on one Hand be- 
lieve him a Particeps Crimi nis, an Accomplice ; 4 
or, on the other, imagine his Prudence was to 
be ſurpriſed; and- yet ſo true is the old Sa 
pr. 2797 Ate e is failable; that ber i 7 
mndefats 7201 2 to diſcover the Truth, 2 4 
made him overloo the Character given him 3 
(by his e202 Friends, Mr. Lanrick and Gill) of | 2 
two of his Witneſſes, Mr. Migate and Thompſon, % 
who had ſuch an Influence over him, that Mr. J | 
Lendrick's Confirmation of the Frozen Strait 
being as I have lain it down, was of no 
Weight. In his Letter dated ſrom the Orkneys, © 
Sept. 165 1742, printed in the News-Papers, he 
ſays, We went o Shire to take a Survey from 
e the Top of a high Mountain, when we could 
Na tho the Seal Kalwa in one ſolid 3 ſor 


„ 7 — 
[4 of 6 - 
a ; 
_ * 
—_— 
I 
B 
»” 


2 3 au 5 


4 
IL 


ian to t :a Matter of twenty Leagues away to the 8. E. 
That gte and finding at the ſame time tliat the Flood 
mand, e Tide came from thence, we were fully con- 
hgned e firmed; 'that it had a Communication with 
, up- e the E. Sen, and that there was no ſuch 
t that % Thing as a Paſſage into the Weſtern Ocean, 
ftrut as we expected. 
rage The Zeal which actuated Mr. Dobbs in the 
le for Search of Truth, hindered his reflecting on the 
they Incapacit of his Witneſſes to inſpect into my 
an in Conduct; fo prevalent was his Love of Juſlice, 
ming that it ſtopped his Ears to the Remonſtrances 
a- of his Friends, he gave implicit Faith to what- 
Lonſe- ever ſeemed tending to the Detection of Fraud; 
and thus Exceſs of Virtue laid him open to the 
3 Wiles, and made him the Implement, of wicked 
and deſigning Men. 

The Danger of Ruin is always in proportion 
to the Aſſailant; and therefore it is well nigh 
impoſſible for the moſt upright Perſon, when 
is dis good Name is attacked by a Man of eſta- 

> bliſhed Reputation to get off without ſome Ble- 
=X mith in his Character; the Improbability, nay, 
the Abſardity of the Charge brought againſt 
hin, the Reaſons he may offer in his Defence, 
the natural Inferences drawn, the cloſeſt and 
moſt rational Arguments, his Appeal to his 
| former, and irreproachablet Conduct, the unſ#l- 
neys, lied Charatter he has ever borne, nay the Wit- 
s, he neſſes he produces, though of undoubted good 
from Reputation, will not ſet him right in every one's 
ould Opinion, and poſſibly, the voluntary Evidence 
7 for of ſuch as appear in his Vindication, will * 
4 * ä made 


Il! 304 I 
| made a Handle to perſecute him with greater 
105 Calummy, by taxing him with Sabor nal iam of 
1 pl Perqury: This is what I have learned from fatal { 

164 Experience, in the . M Dobbs 'Y 
[ll | and-myP{ferro e 4 
11 I had Mr..Dobbs's great Gharatto, the Eu- 2 
1 dence of this artful Draught, the Strength of his 
WHT Reaſonings upon it, with his caßti vating In- fr 
11 ferences to combat, which may be fermed a 

| nl  Herculean Labour; Truth and Innocence were on 
1110 my Side; the Struggle was long and dubious, i 

| but Time coming in to my A//itance, has turn'd Z 
10, the Scale of Viclory in my Favour 1 and I leave 
| | 14 Mr. Dobbs to the Taſk impoſed upon him b 
II. his Witneſſes of cleanſing this — Stable, 
| J which will not be difficult to perform, if he 

115 turns into it the Rzver of Truth, as r fl 
v1) || | did that of Alpbeus. 

111 On the whole, Mr. Dobbs throughout this 
l Affair, warmed with the Zeal of Public Good, 
1110 has been ſo very much unguarded in his Exæpreſ-—- 

101 /ions, that he has ſhewn a Junonian Rage in his 

140 Writings, which has hurried him beyond the 

1 | | Bounds of Decency; But on whom muſt I 

| l | charge this Forgery ? Not one of my Officers 

106 who have ſided with Mr. Dobbs could be actuated 
11 by a Spirit of Revenge for any ill Uſage, while 

[i | under my Command ; they having often,” and 

| | 1 in different Companies, extolled me for my Hu- 

1 mamily ta themſelves and others. They could 

10 not thus endeavour to ruin my Character and 
ll Fortune from any Profpe& of Gain, or Advantage, 


if nat what they Aae from Mr. Dobbs's In- 
110 i | (161192119 03 JAvrelly* 
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ae be being N45 e Dicates 

| aber, — Migute not Thompſon had the 
Nobbs 3 zpacity to invent this Forgery. But then his 
3 ncomparable Character forbids my entertaining 
Thought ſo contrary to it. I own I cannot 
Feoncile that Gentleman's printing and publiſh- 
ing this Forgery, with his umverſal Reputation; 

ed 4 Ind though it may ſeem reaſonable to conclude 
eon 4 rom his own Words, and Endeavours to engage 
10 he Government to ſend other Ships on the Diſ- 

Fovery, that he propoſed to himſelf vaſt Advan- 
L ages, and thought that the propereſt Method 
Jo induce the Miniſtry to make a ſecond Tryal, 

as, if poſſible, to prove I had treacherouſly 


-be 2 the Diſcovery; the Anger he has 
cules preſſed in his Remarks, and his avowed De- 

5 n to break the Huaſon's-bay Company, might 
this ith ſome reſenting Men excuſe me, if I attri- 
dad, puted his Perſecution of one 20ho never willingly 
2 ended him, to a Thirſt of more, and a Spirit 
1 his P. Revenge for my having diſappointed him in 


Deſign of diving into the Company's Profits 
q y the Sale of ſuch Goods as were clandeſtinely 
put on Board his Majeſty's Ship. For could 
1 t. Dobbs have carried his Point, we may ſup- 
Pole by what is paſſed, he would have ſent a 


ant Ponſiderable Cargoe; and as he imagines the 
Hu- q ompany make 2,000/. per Cent. he might 
»ald matter bimſelf with Gains immenſe, while the 

Public ſupported the Charge, and ran the Ha- 


1 hr of the Voyage. This Way of thinking, I 
Bay, a warm Man might excuſe; but far be it 
From me, to entertain a Thought, which 

3 could 


{ 3 
« 1 * 
* 
1 
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could not affect that. " 4 RN but on "the > 
contrary, muſt infallibly call my. Judgment in 
ion; and I will — belieye, | 
he publiſhed the Forgery, that he had a Hand 3 in 
the Contrivance, or was intereſted. in. its heing 
thought genuine. He eould never, though Ap- 
pearances make ſo very ſtrongly againſt him, 
contrive, or encourage, ſuch an infamous Piece 
of Vidlainy ; wherefore, as I cannot, with Pru- 
dence charge him with ſo foul a Guilt; and on 
the other Hand know, his Witneſſes too ſhal- 
low to be capable of it themſelves, I will form 
no Judgment, hoping that Mr. Dobbs will fur- 
ni me a Clew to bring me out of this 
Labyrinth. 3 
As I hope never more to be IOW the Ne- 
ceſſity of troubling the Public, I beg leave to 
ſubjoin Part of Governor Iham's Second Let- 
ter to clear myſelf from the Imputation of Cru- 3 3 
elty to the Indian Linguiſts, with which Jam 8 
taxed in Mr. Debbs's Remarks ; the Governor's 43 | 
former Letter takes notice of the Return. of 
one of thoſe Indians, and the annexed, of the 
other's; ſo that both, by authentic Evidence, are 
arrived ſaſe. 2 


oc Str, 


Was in Hopes to have heard from you, | 
and am glad to hear you are in Health as 
* Tam at preſent ; I have ſtaid this Year, hey 
20 A > God Ido well, I * to ſee you next 


cc « Year, | 


* 


| 331 
X Year, being reſolved to return Home; I un- 
I derſtand;” Sir, ſome" Perſons wilt not give 
* HUE the'twro' Indians are alive that 
amore; yes, Sir, I can aſſure fuck” dba 
- are both alive, and I have ſeen them, 
'Southward Indians have talked to them, 
wh en I underſtood they were well uſed, And 
that they ſaw nothing of any great River, not 
going in Land far, keeping more to the South- 
ward along Shore, till they arrived at that 
4 Part Where their Families lay, Cc. Ge. 


#1 | « James Ij/ham.” 
[31-114 15 | ' | 
Prince of, Walcs's Fort, 
Churchill River, dated 

> Ne- Aug. 15. 1744. 


V Le 4 8 © To Capt. Chriſtopher Middleton.“ 
10 Mr. Smith, Maſter of the Company's Sloop, 
I am | 

„ 10 Summer, at Churchill River, where he has 
or een ſome Vears in that Employ, is now in Eng- 
K the! 4 nd, and in Town, He has ſcen and ſpoken 


q ith both the Indian Linguitts, ſo that here is 

cath . refragable Proof, that the Charge of Cruelty 

1 rough againſt me, was, could be, with no other 

Pa than to blacken my Character, and make 

Nie odious in the Eyes of every humane Man 

Mr. Sznith may be found at Capt. Spurrel's 
n Seepne y Cauſeway ned, Rater F. | 


Sou, | 
th as 

3 and 4 
1 next y 
Year, 
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HIL E the above was in the Pre, 
and too late to alter, Mr. Axx, the 

a Gunner came to Town, on Purpoſe 


* 


to make Affidavit that he was not the Author 
of either the Letter or Draught, to which hi 
Name was printed in Mr, Debbs's Remarks, and 
is here before mentioned; which Affidavit he 
made before a Maſter in Chancery, as follows. 
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=_ 
Affidavit of George Axx, late Gunner of the 
| | Furnace. 


HEREAS in a Pamphlet entitled, Re- 
Y Y marks upon Capt. Middleton's Defence 
Sc. publiſhed under the Name of Arthur} 
Dobbs,Eiq ; there is a Letter and Draught printed 
with my Name, as the Author of both, in Page 
1T44and1 of the ſaid Pamphlet, which I appre- 
hend is with a malicious Defign to injure the 
aforeſaid Captain, and is a Reflection on my 
own Reputation, 
I George Axx, late Gunner of his Majeſty's 
Ship the Furns ce, when ſent upon a Dilcorrey | 
| 0 


SG POSTSCRIPT. 


fa North Paſſage, under the Command 
92 - | WF Capt. Chri/ftopber Middleton, make Oath, that 
0 'hevet did write the faid Letter, or make aby 
| uch Draught as is publiſhed under my Narne, 
r ſent any Letter or Draught with Relation to 
4 Wadleton, or the aforcfaid* Voyage, to 
Neither Mr. Wyzate, a Lord of the Admiralty, 
Wor to any other Perſon whomever ; ſince my 
Return from the ſaid Voyage, as is falſly aſſerted 


* - 
7 8 


4.1. 


- Bron Min the faid Pamphlet, and that both the ſaid | 
1933-71 d Draught are abſolutely forged. 

vx, th Letter an aug ely forge 

) "2 | 

a 3 Y | George Axx. 
5 17 Sworn at the Public Office 

RR iſt. Dec. 1744, before 

vit he. T. Burroughs. 

lows, 8 


be. 5 
= 
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f th F T NI S. 

„ Re- 

e The Reader is deſired to obſerve, that the Letter 
in < faid to be written to the Lords of the Admiralty, 


was, by Miſtake, printed from a Copy of a Letter 


Page Wt which was not ſent, inſtead of a Copy of that which 
was ſent, and directed to the Honourable Thomas 


Corbett, Eſq; Secretary to the Admiralty, to be laid 
before their Lordſhip's; it is Word for Word the ſame; 
only the Letter ſent ended at the Words Afford them 
Light to do Fuſtice: Alſo, in p. 3. 1. 10. to read, in 


it's BN a of e abe 4 Bnbing ns ir ir ſigpeſted, been 
ver Fered; and in p. 29. I. ro. to read Incapaci :). 
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